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THE NEXT GENERATION MEGASTARS® ARE FINALLY HERE!  
(South San Francisco, CA – 01 June 2007)  Karaoke Plus, the pioneer in karaoke retailing in the Bay Area and home of the renowned MEGASTAR® Singing Systems announces the arrival of the next generation Megastar® Amplifier and Speakers. “This is a very exciting time for us-- all that waiting certainly proved to be worth it!” said Cesar Vergel de Dios, Megastar product design architect and leading karaoke industry pioneer and authority in America.  “It took us a couple of years to answer our customers’ need for a more affordable” without compromising quality,” he continues, “but we did it!  It was really a challenge to protect the Megastar® brand name that has become a household word for high-end karaoke.  Our customers demand only the best and that is what we will give them.”

 For the past 20 years, Megastars® have been manufactured in Japan, because after all, the Japanese did invent and make the best karaoke systems during those times.  Eventually, the rest of the world caught on, and karaoke became a much studied, copied, and nowadays, very much improved and affordable product made in Korea, and recently, in China, among others.  It is a fact that “The Chinese are taking over”, and based on what can be seen in electronic trade shows for several years now, they are indeed predominating the industry.  However, much of those karaoke products had the stamped out look and clumsy industrial design most of us associate with Chinese manufacture, giving that country of origin such a bad rap.  “It is not the Chinese manufacturers’ entire fault that quality concerns have become secondary to price.  Many trade buyers only look at costs and margins when ordering from China, marketing those products here in the U.S. based entirely on their low price merit and nothing more.  We, however, have surprised our Chinese manufacturers by our emphasis on quality first, before price.  We were willing to pay a premium for our very strict quality control requirements.  We had to make certain that each and every product bearing the Megastar® brand name conformed to our expected quality,” said Cesar.  “It should also be noted that even if some of the price reductions in home entertainment products, including karaoke, can be attributed to improvements in technology and  the always falling prices of integrated circuits, most of today’s amplifiers and speakers are technically almost identical to 1991 models.  Thus, the majority of the plunge in prices for home entertainment gear is probably due to the cost of Chinese manufacturing.  In other words, with all the parts being equal, a karaoke made in Japan, in Korea, or in China, would be identical, except for their labor cost.  However, this would only be true if quality control could be identical also.  This is what makes a Megastar® a Megastar®.  No matter where it is manufactured, we stand behind the brand name in terms of quality,” explains Cesar.
Excitement over the new arrivals is certainly warranted because they consist of the most powerful Megastar® Singing Systems in the market today, as well as the latest advancement in DSP technology.  There are four new karaoke amplifiers offering a wide range in Rated Power Outputs and prices.  The VKA-3000 Amplifier is very similar to its predecessor, the VKA-280, which has done much to elevate the Megastar® brand to such heights of name recognition and reputation for quality as the top karaoke product in America.  The VKA-3000 betters the VKA-280 with its standard 150W+150W (8Ώ, THD 10%) double power punch, a digital key controller that allows transposing the key of music over 4 tones, in +/- 9 positions, a high quality digital echo function, and a voice cut/change feature for cutting off the vocal part of a multiplex audio disc.  A remote controller is also included as standard.  There are five new karaoke speaker models available to complement the line. The VKS-1000 and the VKS-650 have the 3-way, 5-speakers with magnetic shielding, bass reflex with cone woofers and tweeters and more than adequate crossover frequencies, all characteristics of any Megastar® speaker which has gained their renown for doing away with annoying microphone feedback, allowing a crisp and clear, true vocal output, still unavailable with most vocal speakers in the market today.  The VKS-1000 has a maximum input power of 180W and a rated input power of 120W, while the VKS-650 has a maximum input power of 100W with a rated input power of 60W.  The other speakers have peak power handlings ranging from 160W to a whopping 440W!  The MEGASTAR® Singing Systems have won the top Karaoke Industry Awards from their first year of introduction in America.  These new systems, though more affordable, certainly carry on with the tradition of product excellence and are worthy of continued consumer confidence.
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